
Update on Placerville's Historic Courthouse by Former Mayor 

by admin / Feb 02, 2015 / 0 comments 

 

Caption: :  

Wendy and Courthouse 

By :  

Placerville Newswire 

2015-02-02, 05:32:46 

 

[PLACERVILLE'S HISTORIC COURTHOUSE] is the jewel of our Downtown and, unfortunately, her 

physical space no longer meets the needs of our justice system. A new courthouse is being planned 

right next to the El Dorado County Jail off of Placerville Drive, which makes sense. 

Currently, there is a lot of misinformation swirling around, so I'd like to clarify a few things: 

1) The State is is FULL CONTROL of where the court goes. No one WANTS the court to move from 

its Downtown location, and it's not our call. All California Courts are a function of the State. 
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2) The current Courthouse is woefully inadequate. She's beautiful on the outside and a mess on the 

inside and certainly doesn't meet current standards. 

3) Hearing the State was going to move the EDC Court, the City and County worked diligently to 

ensure that the new courthouse stayed in Placerville. 

4) While the State controls the functions of the Court, the County owns the Historic Courthouse 

building, and the repurpose of the building falls to the City and County. 

5) What the Historic Courthouse can become will be determined by a Blue Ribbon 

Committee...applications are available now. It will be a citizens driven process that will make it's 

recommendation to the City Council and the Board of Supervisors. 

6) At the Draft EIR meeting, I pressed the Administrative Office of the Courts on how they were 

going to help us mitigate the impacts to Downtown when the courthouse moves. They have fluffy 

language in the EIR that basically means they give us moral support in repurposing her. Not real 

helpful. I have asked they help us fund an economic impact study that our Blue Ribbon Committee 

can use for a successful outcome. Our City Manager is still pressing them on this. 

7) I have also directly asked the Administrative Office of the Courts if SOME functions of the Court 

could remain on Main Street while they build another courthouse off of Placerville Drive. (Maybe 

Family Court on Main Street and all the rest in the new location). The answer was NO. Our new 

economy has forced the State into a new business model which is a consolidation of our courts. It's 

their opinion that maintaining and staffing multiple courts per county is just too costly. 

To me, it is vital that we work within this reality of the court moving off of Downtown and use the next 

few years before it moves to ensure that we find an exciting, vibrant and inspired use that will 

continue to be an attractor for Main Street and Placerville. Change invites opportunity, and there is 

great potential waiting to be discovered. 

By Wendy Thomas 

 


